
Pickles PR
View this email in your browser

Léa Habourdin, represented by Fisheye Gallery, is the winner of the 2023 Photo London x Nikon
Emerging Photographer Award

DES MONDES EN EXTENSION / images-forêts, 2020-2022,  Léa Habourdin. Credit: Stephen Chung for Photo London.

We are delighted to announce that the French visual artist Léa Habourdin, who is represented by Fisheye
Gallery, is the winner of the 2023 Photo London x Nikon Emerging Photographer Award.

The announcement was made on Wednesday 10 May during a special ceremony that took place in the
Nikon Gallery, Somerset House during Photo London 2023.

Léa Habourdin’s series is a set of exquisite large-format works encapsulating the beauty of the primary
French forest. Silkscreen printed onto velutto cotton paper, Léa takes elements she finds in the forests –
birch leaves, thyme and mulberries for example – and crushes them up to create natural pigments. 

Habourdin’s series was born from the observation that there are no more forests that are unexploited by
man in France. It is the untouched forests that survive: a natural place that has not been strongly influenced
by humans in recent decades. Accompanied by foresters and conservators, Habourdin has spent the last
two years documenting these protected places.

Reducing the ecological footprint of a photographic production as much as possible, she invokes a
sustainable approach by using the photosensitivity of chlorophyll to make images. One of the
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characteristics of the anthotype is that the print is not "fixable", it will react eternally to light: the more you
look at the image the more it disappears. These anthotypes are accompanied by large prints made with
natural pigments. From the bright yellow of birch leaves to the pale pink of poppy petals, the image of the
forest is perennial but very evanescent. It leaves the possibility of resonating with the personal and
comforting image, the fantasy we all have of a primary forest.

Sofia de Maduro, who chaired the jury for the award, states:
“Léa’s forest images are magical and mysterious. We are becoming increasingly aware the world holds the
key to our collective future. And so for all their ephemeral beauty, Lea Harbobin’s forest images are a
timely reminder of the importance of these secret, special places. The fact that Lea’s anthotypes are made
using naturally extracted pigments show an artist in total harmony with her subject. So hidden within her
work is an incredibly important message about global sustainability. Lea is a worthy and appropriate
winner of the emerging photographer of the year award”

On receiving the award, Léa Habourdin says:
"’I thought I saw a forest, or rather I saw the memory I had of it’
I'm thrilled to receive the PhotoLondon x Nikon Emerging Photographer of the Year award. It's been three
years working on untouched and preserved forests, experiencing the act of harvesting plants to print my
pictures, the same way that we need wood to light a campfire. I am grateful to all the passionate
exchanges I had while showing this work, everybody is concerned, that's a hope for the future that we are
writing. I would like to thank CNAP, CIPGP, and of course Fisheye Gallery for their support.”

Born in 1985 in the north of France, Léa Habourdin first studied printmaking at Estienne in Paris and then
photography in Arles. Attentive to the diversity of life forms, her practice seeks to draw other ways of
resonating with Worlds. She observes the relationship we maintain with other animals, with landscapes
and play with the notions of survival, fracture, reconstruction to recompose another view of what we call
“the wild”. She was awarded the Carte Blanche PMU – le BAL in 2015, the CIPGP research grant in 2019,
and the CNAP creation grant in 2020, and her work has been shown in several festivals (Photo Phnom
Penh in Cambodia, Lianzhou festival in China, Photo Saint Germain in Paris). In 2018 she exhibited
“Survivalists” at the GoEun Museum in South Korea and took advantage of the opening of the exhibition to
launch her publishing house: Mille Cailloux (which she now runs with Jessica Martinato) where the act of
publishing will be conceived of as an artistic practice.

As the winner, Léa receives the ultimate Z Series kit suited to their photography style – including a Z 5, Z
6II or Z 7II camera and a choice of two NIKKOR Z lenses. She will also receive specialist Nikon training to
help take advantage of the capabilities that Nikon’s Z range has to offer.

Léa Habourdin, DES MONDES EN EXTENSION / images-forêts, 2020-2022. Courtesy the artist and Fisheye Gallery.



Selected by Photo London’s curatorial committee, this year’s shortlisted photographers embrace a range
of practices and subject matter, cementing the award’s reputation for celebrating those pushing the
boundaries of photography. Besides Léa, nominated for the Award were:

Arielle Pytka | Galerie Sophie Scheidecker
Bootsy Holler | VirginiaVisualArts
Chantal Elisabeth Ariens | Ira Stehmann
Chieko Shiraishi | Galerie Echo 119
Evelyn Bencicova | Artemis Gallery
Hailun Ma | Gaotai Gallery
Lee Lund & Erik K | Catherine Edelman Gallery
Sam Wright | New Dimension

For the past two years, Photo London has run a People’s vote. The 2023 People’s Vote winner is Maryam
Palizgir represented by Roya Khadjavi Projects /Nemazee Fine Art.

About the Photo London x Nikon Emerging Photographer Award

“Nikon has a proud legacy spanning more than 100 years of empowering photographers to tell stories in
powerful ways. The immensity of talent among Emerging Photographers is breathtaking. To play a small
part in their future by supporting this prestigious award is not only a great privilege as part of our
partnership with Photo London, but also intrinsic to our brand’s century-old DNA.”
— Julian Harvie, Nikon’s Marketing Director for Northern Europe 

Launched in 2015 during Photo London’s first edition, the award is presented to an emerging artist
exhibiting at the fair.

The 2023 jury is composed of Photo London’s Curatorial Committee: Philippe Garner (Chair) – Former
Director at Christie’s and International Head of Photographs and 20th Century Decorative Arts and Design;
Simone Klein – Photography Specialist and Consultant and Former Global Director of Print Sales at
Magnum Photos; Sofia Vollmer de Maduro – Director of Programs, Society of the Four Arts, Palm Beach,
collector and Curator Emeritus of the Alberto Vollmer Foundation collection; Martin Barnes – Senior
Curator, Photographs at the Victoria and Albert Museum, London; Tristan Lund – Art Consultant, Dealer
and Collection Curator of The Incite Project, a UK based collection of photojournalism and documentary
photography. Tristan also represents a select group of emerging photographic artists.

The previous award winners are:
- 2015, Daisuke Yokota (Kominek Gallery), Berlin, Germany
- 2016, Thibault Brunet Galerie Heinzer Reszler), Lausanne, Switzerland
- 2017, Mimi Cherono Ng’ok (Tiwani Contemporary), London, UK
- 2018, Tania Franco-Klein (Rosegallery), Santa Monica, California
- 2020, Marguerite Bornhauser (Galeria Carlos Carvalho)
- 2021, Heather Agyepong (James Hyman Gallery)
- 2022, Max Miechowski (Open Doors Gallery)

Visit photolondon.org for Photo London Digital and to find out more about the Fair.
To reserve a place at a talk, visit: https://photolondon.org/talks-programme/

Photo London
11 – 14 May 2023
Preview: 10 May, 9.30am
Somerset House
Strand, London WC2R 1LA, United Kingdom
photolondon.org
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